Introduction
The biodiversity of modern environments is described through direct observations and samplings. In contrast, the evaluation of palaeodiversity is not straightforward because of the taphonomic processes that affect the palaeontological records (behrensMeyer & KiDwell 1985; Martin 1999; behrensMeyer et al. 2000) . Taphonomic studies of Recent ecosystems produced numerous examples of comparison between living ecosystems and death shell assemblages that allow quantification of taphonomic perturbations (KiDwell & boscence 1991; zuschin et al. 2000; KiDwell 2001 KiDwell , 2002 zuschin & oliVer 2003a zuschin & oliVer , 2003b toMašoVých 
